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as a cottage industry, nor succeed in achieving the exclusion of
foreign cloth.

Young India, 28-5-1925

91.   NATIONAL SERVICE AND PAT

Thus writes a correspondent.1 It is evident that he is not
a constant reader of Toung Indiay or else he would have noticed
that I have said repeatedly that I would deem it an honour to
belong to paid national service. My travelling and other such
expenses stand on a different footing. I cannot charge them
against the Congress without a vote. I do not travel in virtue
of any resolution of the Congress or at its instance. I travel at
the call of different provinces. It would be quite wrong for me
to charge these expenses against the Congress or to ask the Con-
gress to vote them. The correspondent does not know that even
members of the A.I.C.C., when they attend in answer to a sum-
mon from the Congress, make no charge against it. The Congress
funds would be soon exhausted if such a charge was made. But,
if I became a whole-time Congress worker in the technical sense
of the term, and if we had a paid national service, I should be
the first to put myself on the pay list for the sake of encourag-
ing others. Such a service we have not yet established and I have
found many practical difficulties in evolving a scheme, whether for
the whole of India or even for Gujarat. More than once I have
been obliged to drop it no sooner than I had conceived it. The,
correspondent, therefore, need have no qualtfis of conscience in
drawing pay from the Khilafat Office for work honestly done.
If it be any consolation to him, let him know that the Ali
Brothers did charge the Khilafat Committee travelling expenses
when they travelled at its instance. Let him*have the further
consolation of knowing that the Khilafat Committee bore my
travelling expenses twice or thrice, when I travelled with the Ali
Brothers on what was regarded as mainly Khilafat work. I could
even then have fallen back upon friends, but I deemed it an
honour to call myself one of the Khilafat Party. If Ali Brothers do
not and did not charge their personal expenses against the

1 Not reproduced here. The correspondent, who described himself as a
Khilafat and Congress worker drawing an allowance, referring to "Notes",
30-4-1925, (Vol. XXVI, pp. 561-2) said he found himself in a fix at leaders
like Gandhiji, the Ali Brothers, Motilal Nehru and C. R. Das considering it
"beneath their dignity to be put on the nation's Civil list'5.
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